* It is a pleasure to recognise Hans Barstad as one of the relatively few people who have had a deeply significant influence on my work in Biblical scholarship. His high academic standards along with his personal generosity had a great impact upon me as a young scholar coming from a neighbouring institution. that co-operate in producing and re-producing a given memory), also in the world of the researcher.3 As will become clear, the biblical canonical process worked to harmonise and standardise the reading of single passages in view of the (emerging) canonical totality. We have to acknowledge the presence of this dynamic in the texts and also still at work in the contemporary world. In order to write the history of biblical remembering of Heshbon we should disentangle the passages and consider each memory as potentially distinct. For this purpose I will preliminarily organise my discussion according to literary categories: lists, narrative fragments, narratives and poetry. In the end these categorisations will prove to be a good means of penetrating the material, but they will capture only some, not all, of the implications of the analysis.
Narrative Memories of Heshbon
The toponym Heshbon ‫בּוֹן(‬ ְ ‫שׁ‬ ֶ ‫)ח‬ occurs 38 times in 37 verses of the Tanak.4 An additional 15 hits in 13 verses mention the proverbial first ruler of the city, Sihon ‫ֹן(‬ ‫יח‬ ‫)סִ‬ without giving the toponym. These 38 (or 53) references in a total of some 22 (or 26) passages yield sufficient material for our purpose.
1) Listing topographic memory: Let us note first that Heshbon occurs in lists
as one of a number of cities east of the Jordan.5 The topography of this memory is complicated and cannot be considered in detail here. The salient point is that Heshbon could be remembered simply as a landmark of some significance, without recourse to its history. 2) Reflecting a memory of a fall: A number of story fragments in narrative literature preserve a memory of Heshbon as having fallen to the Israelites.6 A corresponding group of fragments point out that it was God who gave
